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of Justice at Granada. He was practising in that
Court when he received the appointment which
took him to the New World, and led to his future
career.

The Adelantado, Pedro Fernandez de Lugo, had,
by marriage, become hereditary Governor of the
Canary Islands. It so happened that one of the
soldiers of Bastidas came to the Canaries, and
painted the riches and other advantages of Santa
Martha in glowing colours. The news of the
death of Garcia de Lerma, the Governor, had also
come.1 So the Adelantado resolved to send his
son, Luis Alonso de Lugo, to Spain to apply for a
concession of the government of Santa Martha.
Accordingly, in February 1535, a royal order
nominated Pedro Fernandez de Lugo to be Governor
and Captain-General of the province of Santa
Martha, with succession to his son. The River
Magdalena was to be the boundary between
Cartagena and Santa Martha. The greater part
of the year 1535 was occupied in fitting out the
expedition at Santa Cruz de Teneriffe. The Ade-
lantado's son was appointed his lieutenant, and
the appointment of chief magistrate was offered
to and accepted by the young barrister at Granada,

1 See p. 85.